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Freedom of mind is the real freedom. A person whose mind is not free
though he may not be in chains, is a slave, not a free man. One whose
mind is not free, though he may not be in prison, is a prisoner and not a
free man. One whose mind is not free though alive, is no better than dead.
Freedom of mind is the proof of one's existence.

Constitutional morality is not a natural sentiment. It has to be cultivated.
We must realise that our people have yet to learn it. Democracy in India is
only a top dressing on an Indian soil which is essentially undemocratic.

Maijorities are of two sorts: (1) communal majority and (2) political major
ity. A political majority is changeable in its class composition. A political
majority grows. A communal majority is born. The admission to a political
majority is open. The door to a communal majority is closed. The politics
of political majority are free to all to make and unmake. The politics of
communal majority are made by its own members born in it.

There is no nation of Indians in the real sense of the world, it is yet to be
created. In believing we are a nation, we are cherishing a great delusion.
How can people divided into thousand of castes be a nation? The sooner
we realise that we are not yet a nation, in a social and psychological
sense of the world, the better for us.

My definition of democracy is - A form and a method of Government
whereby revolutionary changes in the social life are brought about without
bloodshed. That is the real test. It is perhaps the severest test. But when
you are judging the quality of the material you must put it to the severest test.

Democracy is not merely a form of Government. It is primarily a mode of
associated living, of conjoint communicated experience. It is essentially
an attitude of respect and reverence towards our fellow men.

“In India, ‘Bhakti’ or what may be called the path of devotion or hero-
worship plays a part in politics unequalled in magnitude by the part it
plays in the politics of any other of the world. ‘Bhakti’ in religion may be a
road to salvation of the soul. But in politics, ‘Bhakti’ or hero-worship is a
sure road to degradation and to eventual dictatorship.”

“Equality may be a fiction but nonetheless one must accept it as a govern
ing principle.”

“We are Indians, firstly and lastly.”
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